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was sold for debt, and a plebeian was desirous
of paying all the creditors, with an additional
sum to the debtor; he was not allowed so to do,
without an express order from the King. This
order was generally refused by your predecessor;
and the patrician by whom the creditors were
defrauded, and the debtor kept without resource,
had the preference. What was the consequence
of this absurd law ? The debasement of the price
of land, that is to say, of the first riches of the
State, and highly to the disadvantage of the noble
landholders; the decay of agriculture, which was
before discouraged by so many other causes, and
of credit among the gentry; the aggravation of
that fearful prejudice which wrongs the plebeian
and renders the patrician stupid, by making him
suppose his honourable rights are a sufficient
source of respect, and that he need not acquire
any other; in fine, the absolute necessity that
those plebeians should quit the country who had
acquired any capital; for they could not employ
their money in trade, that being ruined by
monopoly; nor in agriculture, because they were
not allowed to hope they ever might be land* kingdom. those Powers that have beenasing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